
ART SPARK
SOME THOUGHTS ON HOW SMALL TOOLS
COULD MAKE BIG DIFFERENCES

Mark Bernstein
Eastgate Systems, Inc

NATIONAL ART EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 2005

© COPYRIGHT 2005 MARK BERNSTEIN. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED/





Prologue

This Night

Soft Flesh
This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh

Soft Flesh

This Night
Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night

This Night
This Night

This Night
Soft Flesh

Soft Flesh This Night
Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh
This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft FleshThis Night
Soft FleshSoft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh
Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh
This Night

This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh
This Night

Soft Flesh
This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh
This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night
Soft Flesh

This Night
Soft Flesh

This Night Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh

Soft FleshThis Night

This NightSoft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh
This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh

Soft Flesh

This Night
Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night

This Night
This Night

This Night
Soft Flesh

Soft Flesh This Night
Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh
This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft FleshThis Night
Soft FleshSoft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh
Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh
This Night

This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh
This Night

Soft Flesh
This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh
This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night
Soft Flesh

This Night
Soft Flesh

This Night Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh

Soft FleshThis Night

This NightSoft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night

Soft Flesh

This Night Soft Flesh

Indulgence He Wishing He Expects He ListensPenis In noce

Innocent

He and the Child Summer Coming The Child Aching

Nearly Naked

Innocence This Night Remembering The Child Speaks Dave John

Jeffrey

Michael

Penis Things

Counting Try She and the Child Fibers She She Wishing

Crying

Knife Touching Things Morning She Expects

She Aches Wishing

TINDERBOX: the tool for notes

Making notes

Analyzing notes

Sharing notes



TINDERBOX is mostly TEXTUAL

Symbol manipulation is what 
computers do best

Screens are an impoverished 
visual environment

... but they’re adequate for 
reading and writing

The gap from sign to 
significand (character string to 
meaning) is easier to efface 
when we’re working with 
words.



big picture

(some of)
my notes from

Tinderbox Weekend 
Boston, Feb. 2005



Learning from 
Lindsay
a key use case for the design of 
Tinderbox

http://eastgate.com/storyspace/art/Taylor1.html



Learning from 
Lindsay

You’ve got to write it down

You’ve got to look at it again

....and again

You’ve got to LOOK

Talk about it, and to it.



Visual 
Hypertext
important related research

Kumiyo Nakakoji
Tokyo

ART

Cathy Marshall
Microsoft

VIKI

Frank Shipman
Texas A&M

VKB



Where do we 
put stuff?



piles and files



boxes



walls
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LINK IT ALL TOGETHER
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writing spaces



sharing notes on the web

One of the nice things we can 
do, once we have interlinked 
electronic notes, is share them.

The Web gives us a convenient, 
popular, neutral medium for 
sharing.



a weblog won’t make you famous

A few weblogs have LOTS of 
readers.  Some are read as 
widely as syndicated newspaper 
columnists.  

But there are only a few of 
these weblogs.



it’s good to write for your mom

It’s fine to create work that 
only a few people read

Is your mother the only 
person who visits your site? 
It’s good to write to your mother!

The natural audience for lots 
of important art is small

monastic painting

genre painting

performance art



the long tail

About ten weblogs get at least 
150,000 visitors every day.

About 2000 weblogs get 
thousands of visitors every day.

About 100,000 weblogs get 60 
visitors a day.

Several million weblogs average 
a handful of visits a day.
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low-traffic weblogs matter because 
they are numerous!



passion

You can only sell each painting 
once....

Sharing notes and sketches with 
others – and with your future 
self – gives you a chance to 
reach an audience that cares. 

Box office doesn’t matter.
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we don’t know

Tinderbox is priced to 
encourage experimentation

Frequent updates

Great licenses for small and 
large courses

Tinderbox weekends

Seminars, lectures, workshops

We don’t know what we’re 
doing. Tell us! http://www.eastgate.com

Tinderbox


